Intensive Resource – Erica Grindinger
Lesson Plan: Small Group Math (Number Sense & Sequencing)
Focus: Number sense, greater/less than, number sequencing, missing numbers
Grade Levels: 2-5 (Special Education)
Incorporates: Kansas State Standards (KSS) and Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM)

Lesson Objective:
Students will:
· Compare groups and identify which are larger or smaller.
· Identify numbers that are greater or less than a given number.
· Sequence numbers correctly.
· Fill in missing numbers in sequences.

Materials Needed:
· Emoji visuals (🍎 apples, 🌟 stars, ⚽️ soccer balls, etc.)
· Manipulatives (counters, number cards)
· Number lines
· Dry-erase boards for individual work
· Large chart paper for group work
· Fun stickers or tokens for correct answers

Standards Alignment:
· Kansas State Standards (Grade 2):
2.NBT.A.4: Compare two three-digit numbers using >, <, = symbols based on place value.
2.NBT.A.1: Understand the concept of place value.
· DLM Standards for Grades 4 & 5 (Numbers & Operations):
EE.4.NBT.1: Compare numbers based on place value (4th grade).
EE.5.NBT.3: Identify numbers greater than or less than a target number (5th grade).

Lesson Structure:

1. Introduction 
Teacher Script:
"Today, we’re going to help Pikachu and some of our other friends figure out which groups of items are larger or smaller, and we’re going to sequence numbers in order! We’ll also fill in missing numbers. Everyone gets their own special task, just like Pokémon who have their own strengths!"
· Show visuals of Pikachu with groups of different emoji objects (e.g., apples, stars, Pokéballs).
· Engage students by asking: "Which group has more apples? 🍎🍎🍎 vs. 🍎🍎?"



2. Differentiated Activities 
R.K.:
· Task: Compare numbers up to 100 using >, <, = symbols with visual support (e.g., "Which is greater, 42 or 35?").
· Use emoji visuals (e.g., 42 🍎 and 35 🍎) to help visualize number comparisons.
Teacher Script:
· "Pikachu has 42 apples, and Charmander has 35 apples. Which number is bigger? Let’s use the >, <, = signs to show it!"

G.M.:
· Task: Simple comparison tasks with small numbers (e.g., "Which is more, 5 ⚽️ or 3 ⚽️?") and visual counting with emojis.
· Keep the task short and visual.
· Provide frequent praise and breaks.
Teacher Script:
· "Pikachu collected 5 soccer balls, and Charmander collected 3. Can you point to which group has more?"

A.T.:
· Task: Identify missing numbers in a number sequence up to 20, using visual supports like number lines or emoji sequences (e.g., "12, ___, 14, 15").
· Provide small sets of numbers for sequencing.
Teacher Script:
· "Look at this number line. Pikachu is missing a number between 12 and 14. What’s missing? Let’s help Pikachu find the missing number!"

O.D.:
· Task: Sequence numbers using manipulatives and visual counting (e.g., "Put the numbers 8, 10, and 9 in order using your counters").
· Use emoji cards (e.g., 8 🍎, 9 🍎, and 10 🍎).
Teacher Script:
· "Here are three numbers: 8, 9, and 10. Let’s help Pikachu by putting these apples in the right order. Which number comes first?"

J.M.:
· Task: Compare double-digit numbers visually using emoji groups (e.g., "Which is greater: 48 ⚽️ or 36 ⚽️?").
· Use visual aids and manipulatives to support number comparisons.
Teacher Script:
· "Pikachu collected 48 soccer balls, and Bulbasaur collected 36. Can you figure out which number is bigger? Let’s count them out."


3. Group Reflection 
· Activity: Show two groups of emojis (e.g., 8 🌟 and 12 🌟) and ask, "Which group is greater?"
· Give out stickers or tokens for correct answers.
Teacher Script:
· "Wow! You all did a great job helping Pikachu and his friends compare groups of items. Let’s celebrate by giving everyone a star for their amazing work!"


Teaching greater than ( > ) and less than ( < ) signs:

Requires a creative, hands-on approach that simplifies the concepts and makes them relatable for students with different learning needs. Here’s a step-by-step guide on how to effectively teach these symbols:

Use Fun and Relatable Visuals
Visual aids are crucial when teaching students with special needs. A popular method is using alligator or crocodile imagery, where the alligator's open mouth always "eats" the larger number.

· Introduce the Alligator Method:
· Explain that the alligator is hungry and always wants to eat the bigger number. You can show two numbers side by side (e.g., 7 and 4) and demonstrate how the alligator opens its mouth toward the larger number.

· Example: "The alligator likes to eat the bigger number, so it will open its mouth toward 7 because 7 is bigger than 4."

· Use an alligator cut-out or draw it on the board to reinforce the concept.

