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SUMMARY
I am an enthusiastic, passionate, and driven educator. I am knowledgeable about education plans and behavior plans and have 8 years of professional experience. I have a strong aptitude for communicating effectively with coworkers, students, teachers, and parents. I have a set of skills that will benefit students from across all areas of the cognitive spectrum. I can successfully support the educations, behavioral, and emotional needs of students from diverse backgrounds. I have outstanding organizational abilities and can develop individualized strategies to meet the needs of children. 
EXPERIENCE
MARCH 2023 – PRESENT
INTENSIVE RESOURCE SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER, SHAWNEE MISSION SCHOOL DISTRICT
I was an early hire in the Shawnee Mission School District. I was given the unique opportunity to teach and create a brand-new, center-based program, Intensive Resource. This is a middle ground between our structured language classrooms and resource. The students assigned to this program need intense individualized instruction and curriculum. The needs of the students within the program span across different cognitive spectrums and different exceptionalities. The responsibilities I am tasked with include creating IEPs, BIPs and submitting them to the correct individuals to be locked for the state, collaborating with all stakeholders, taking data with fidelity, making sure all modifications and accommodations are being implemented, parent-teacher conferences, and teaching skills to help all students be successful. 
JANUARY  2023 – MAY 2023
STUDENT TEACHER, OLATHE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
I did my student teaching at Millbrooke Elementary School in the Olathe School District.  I student taught in both general education and special education. I taught kindergarten for the general education portion and taught in a K-5 resource room for the special education section of student teaching. I was given all the tasks of the lead teacher. These tasks included testing, grading, planning, collaborating, and parent-teacher conferences. 
AUGUST 2021 – DECEMBER 2022
BEHAVIOR INTERVENTION ASSISTANT, OLATHE SCHOOL DISTRICT 
With this position I supported a multitude of students across the district, all of whom had significant social-emotional needs and worked to provide them with a meaningful educational experience. I was tasked with providing hands-on training to school teams to build their understanding of the individual student, as well as their skillset and ability to implement the student’s behavior plan with fidelity. I was tasked with running student programming, collect data, supporting students across all school settings, and to collaborate with all stakeholders to ensure the success of assigned students. I got to use my skills of implementing student IEPs, participating in student problem solving meetings, and understanding the MTSS process required before a student is recommended for a special education evaluation.
AUGUST 2015 – AUGUST 2021
PARAEDUCATOR, OLATHE SCHOOL DISTRICT
Within this time, I worked in several different levels of rooms. I worked in a Center Based Resource (high incident), Center Based Resource medically fragile (low incident), and a Resource room. My responsibilities included helping special needs students and to care for their physical, emotional health and safety, affirming their abilities and promoting dignity in all relationships between students, employees, family, and faculty, and preparing them to take their place outside of the classroom atmosphere. 
EDUCATION
MAY 2024-Present
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN SPECIAL EDUCATION IN AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER W/MINOR IN BEHAVIOR 
UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
I was accepted into the master’s program at the University of Kansas and began in the summer semester of 2024. The special education program at KU is rated number one in the nation. I will be taking electives within the program to allow me to receive a minor in behavior within ASD. I will also be taking additional hours to receive certification in ASD on top of the master’s degree. My graduation is set for spring of 2026. 
MAY 2023
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ELEMENTARY EDUCATION AND SPECIAL EDUCATION, 
GRAND CANYON UNIVERSITY
During my entire time at Grand Canyon University, I was either on the President’s List or the Dean’s List. I kept an accumulative GPA of 3.73 throughout all my coursework and graduated magna cum laude. I took all required classes to obtain both my teaching license in General Education Pre-K through 8 and Special Education (high incident) K - 12. I excelled at lesson planning, modifications, and accommodations, and creating Individualized Education Plans and Behavior Intervention Plans. 
2018-2019
NEOSHO COUNTY COMMUNITY COLLEGE - OTTAWA, KS. - OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
2005-2007
SOUTHWESTERN ILLIONIS COLLEGE - BELLEVILLE, IL. -  ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
2004 GRADUATION
GRAYSON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL - LEITCHFIELD, KY. - HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA
2017, 2019, 2021, AND 2022
OLATHE SCHOOL DISTRICT CPI AND SCM TRAINING - OLATHE, KS. - SPECIAL EDUCATION
SKILLS
	· Special needs education
· Elementary education
· Early childhood education
· Individualized Education Plans
· Behavioral Plan implementation and creation
· Hands-on training
· Working with students from trauma backgrounds and Social emotional needs


	· Meeting facilitation
· Data collection
· Reporting/documenting requirements
· Social Emotional Learning
· Behavior response teams
· Team building 
· Administering district and state testing 


ACTIVITIES
I have a been certified in CPI and SCM training though Olathe school district for multiple years and am now certified again in CPI through the Shawnee Mission school district. I have participated on Emergency/Crisis Response teams in multiple school buildings. I have also participated in different PBIS and PLC meetings. I create IEPs and BIPs and run all the meetings with the necessary stakeholders and parents. These stakeholders could include Occupational therapy, Physical therapy, Speech Language pathology, social workers, school psychologist, principals, general education teachers, special education teachers and more. I also have my own special needs child and have been very involved with his education (and that of my other kids) for the last 18 years. I get to have a unique perspective of being on both sides of special education as both a parent and an educator.
