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SPED 898 Literature Review Template
Domain: Research and
inquiry

	Article ONE

	APA Citation (3–5-year timeframe)

	Wang, C., & Wang, H. (2024). The growing challenge of autism spectrum disorder: A comprehensive review of 

     etiology, diagnosis, and therapy in children. All Life, 17(1). doi:10.1080/26895293.2024.2415057

	Permalink from the KU Library

	https://kuprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1ik10ij/TN_cdi_crossref_primary_10_
1080_26895293_2024_2415057

	Associated Competency

	Domain 7.1 Current etiology & practice-based research

	Rationale (explain connection to above competency)

	This article aligns with Domain 7.1: Current etiology & practice-based research because it provides an updated overview of autism research related to causes, diagnosis, and treatment. In my role, it is important that I stay current on research, so my decisions are grounded in accurate and up-to-date information. This article reinforces the importance of using current research to guide how we identify and support students with ASD.


	Article Purpose

	The purpose of this article is to review current research on autism, including causes, diagnosis, and treatment in children. It highlights recent findings and trends while also identifying areas where more research is still needed to better understand and support individuals with ASD.

	Five Key Findings Related to Your Practice – How might you apply the results in your setting?

	• Autism is influenced by multiple factors. Both genetic and environmental factors play a role, which supports taking a more comprehensive approach when considering student needs.

• Early identification continues to be important. Research supports the need for early screening and intervention to improve outcomes.

• Diagnostic practices are continuing to improve. Updated tools and approaches help support more accurate identification and planning.

• A range of interventions can be effective. Using a combination of strategies allows for more individualized and responsive support.

• Ongoing research should guide practice. Staying current helps ensure that supports and decisions reflect the most up-to-date understanding of ASD.

	Article TWO

	APA Citation (3–5-year timeframe)

	Boyd, B. A., Stahmer, A. C., Odom, S. L., Wallisch, A., & Matheis, M. (2022). It’s time to close the research to 

     practice gap in autism: The need for implementation science. Autism, 26(3), 569–574. 

     doi:10.1177/13623613211064422


	Permalink from the KU Library

	https://kuprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1ik10ij/TN_cdi_crossref_
primary_10_1177_13623613211064422

	Associated Competency

	Domain 7.1 Current etiology & practice-based research

	Rationale (explain connection to above competency)

	This article aligns with Domain 7.1: Current etiology & practice-based research because it focuses on the gap between research and real-world practice in autism. In my role, it is important that I not only understand research but also apply it effectively in school settings. This article reinforces the need to bridge the gap between what research shows and what is actually implemented to support students with ASD.

	Article Purpose

	The purpose of this article is to examine the gap between autism research and how it is applied in practice. It highlights the need for implementation science to ensure that evidence-based practices are used effectively and consistently in real-world settings to improve outcomes for individuals with ASD.

	Five Key Findings Related to Your Practice – How might you apply the results in your setting?

	• There is a gap between research and practice. Evidence-based strategies are not always implemented consistently in real settings.

• Implementation matters as much as the intervention. How strategies are used impacts their effectiveness with students.

• Collaboration supports better implementation. Working as a team helps ensure that research-based practices are used consistently.

• Systems and supports are needed for effective use of research. Training and ongoing support help staff apply strategies correctly.

• Using research-based practices improves outcomes. Aligning practice with evidence leads to more effective support for students with ASD.

	Article THREE

	APA Citation (3–5-year timeframe)

	Wen, J., He, S., & Yi, L. (2023). Easily readable? Examining the readability of lay summaries published in autism 

     research. Autism Research, 16(5), 935–940. doi:10.1002/aur.2917

	Permalink from the KU Library

	 https://kuprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1ik10ij/TN_cdi_crossref_primary_10_1002_aur_2917

	Associated Competency

	Domain 7.2 Interpret & relay research findings

	Rationale (explain connection to above competency)

	This article aligns with Domain 7.2: Interpret & relay research findings because it focuses on how research is communicated and whether it is understandable to a broader audience. In my role, it is important that I can take research and explain it in a way that is clear and meaningful for families and staff. This article reinforces the need to make research accessible so it can actually be used in practice.

	Article Purpose

	The purpose of this article is to examine how readable lay summaries of autism research are compared to traditional research articles. It looks at whether these summaries are truly accessible to a general audience and highlights challenges in communicating research in a clear and understandable way.

	Five Key Findings Related to Your Practice – How might you apply the results in your setting?

	• Research is often difficult for non-experts to understand. Technical language can limit how information is used by families and staff.
• Lay summaries improve accessibility but are not always enough. Even simplified versions of research can still be too complex for general audiences.
• Clear communication is essential when sharing research. Information needs to be explained in a way that is easy to understand and apply.
• How research is presented impacts its use. If information is not accessible, it is less likely to influence practice.
• Professionals play a key role in translating research. Breaking down information into clear, practical language helps others use it effectively.


	Article FOUR

	APA Citation (3–5-year timeframe)

	Chiri, G., Bergey, M., & Mackie, T. I. (2022). Deserving but not entitled: The social construction of autism spectrum 

     disorder in federal policy. Social Science & Medicine, 301, 114974. doi:10.1016/j.socscimed.2022.114974

	Permalink from the KU Library

	https://kuprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1ik10ij/TN_cdi_proquest_miscellaneous_2654293616 

	Associated Competency

	Domain 7.3 Remain informed of current research, legislation, & debate

	Rationale (explain connection to above competency)

	This article aligns with Domain 7.3: Remain informed of current research, legislation, & debate because it focuses on how autism is framed in federal legislation and how those policies influence practice and public understanding. In my role, it is important that I stay informed about how laws and policies shape services and supports for students with ASD. This article reinforces the need to understand not just research, but also the policies that impact how that research is applied.

	Article Purpose

	The purpose of this article is to examine how autism has been represented in U.S. federal legislation over time. It looks at how policy has shaped understanding of ASD, what areas have been prioritized, and how resources have been allocated.


	Five Key Findings Related to Your Practice – How might you apply the results in your setting?

	• Policy shapes how autism is understood and addressed. The way ASD is framed influences services, supports, and priorities.
• Autism has often been viewed through a medical lens. Policies have focused heavily on diagnosis, research, and treatment.
• Early legislation focused on recognition. Initial efforts emphasized awareness rather than direct support.
• More recent policies prioritize research and early intervention. Funding has focused on identification and medical understanding.
• There is less focus on long-term supports and services. Ongoing needs across the lifespan are not always addressed in policy.



	Article FIVE

	APA Citation (3–5-year timeframe)

	Ducarre, L. M. (2025). Informing conceptual issues related to autistic children’s right to education through a literature 

     review of their lived experience. Review Journal of Autism and Developmental Disorders, 12(1), 23–39.  

     doi:10.1007/s40489-023-00375-5

	Permalink from the KU Library

	https://kuprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1ik10ij/TN_cdi_springer_journals_
10_1007_s40489_023_00375_5

	Associated Competency

	Domain 7.3 Remain informed of current research, legislation, & debate

	Rationale (explain connection to above competency)

	This article aligns with Domain 7.3: Remain informed of current research, legislation, & debate because it focuses on how research and legal discussions shape understanding of inclusive education for students with autism. In my role, it is important that I stay informed about current debates around inclusion so I can make decisions that truly support students. This article reinforces the need to consider multiple perspectives when thinking about what inclusive education should look like.

	Article Purpose

	The purpose of this article is to review the lived educational experiences of autistic students and connect those experiences to ongoing legal and conceptual discussions about their right to education. It highlights the need for more individualized approaches and questions how inclusion is currently defined and implemented.

	Five Key Findings Related to Your Practice – How might you apply the results in your setting?

	• Students with ASD have diverse needs and preferences. A one-size-fits-all approach to education does not meet the needs of all students.

• Inclusion does not always guarantee positive outcomes. Without the right supports, inclusive settings can sometimes create challenges for students.

• Sensory and emotional needs impact access to learning. Overstimulation and anxiety can affect student success in certain environments.

• Definitions of inclusion need to be reconsidered. A more flexible understanding allows for better alignment with student needs.

• Individualized approaches lead to more effective support. Matching supports and settings to each student improves overall outcomes.
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