Intensive Resource Language Group
Lesson Plan

Objective: Demonstrate effective communication skills and strategies. Demonstrate interpersonal skills, answering questions, looking at the speaker, using visuals and alternate forms of communication to communicate and respond, following directions, taking turns, and fulfilling sensory needs by using different mediums to create art and crafts corresponding to the current month. 

Procedure: Discussion of specific craft and items used. Create the craft as independently as possible. Clean up used supplies and student areas.  

Beginning Routine: The language group procedure begins the same way each day. Doing this helps reduce student anxiety and helps them to know what is to be expected, making transitioning from their prior activity easier. All students are instructed to join the teacher at the flower table. Supplies are laid out. Teacher reminds students what they will be creating, “Do you remember that today we are going to be making ______?”  Discuss the process in which the craft will be made. Make sure each student has the materials needed to complete their activity. 

During Routine: Talk about how they are going to create their art/activity of the day: What will we be using to create our art? Can we find these items anywhere else?  During the group the teacher will enrich the group in an environment of language opportunities, fine/gross motor skills, social emotional learning, IEP goals practice, and more. The number of certain skills will vary depending on the activity choice of the day. 
· Language exposure opportunity examples include verbal communication, use of AAC devices, sign language, and use of visuals (pictures, icons, graphics, etc.) 
· Fine/Gross motor skills are utilized and practiced when students are engaged in cutting and gluing.   When students are using different tools such as paint brushes, clothespins, markers, crayons, etc. they are practicing skills that are important and needed for student independence.
· Social emotional learning is embedded throughout the entire group. Students are encouraged to participate and engage with other students. Students are practicing the ability of taking turns and sharing materials with classmates. They are answering questions while practicing skills such as looking at the speaker, not interrupting, and listening to directions.  

Ending Routine: Students are entering and exiting the classroom during this group depending on their individual services. When each student has completed their craft and is done with the language group, they are asked to “clean up”. The expectation is that any trash will be thrown away, marker lids and glue lids will be placed back on, scissors are placed back in the art box, and their chair is pushed in. These tasks often require prompts and wait time but are the same expectations each day. Some students might complete their activity in 10 minutes while others take longer. It is important to make sure that the student who only took 10 minutes remains engaged or is moving on to the next activity (some students have earned their break, and others will move on to their next task) and not just sitting with wait time. It is ok that not every student takes the same amount of time to complete their activity. 

Individualizing Group Activities: Students have individual goals that are addressed in the group in some fashion. Students will be asked different questions or asked to participate in different ways in order to meet each of their individual needs. These could be things that are very obvious to the eye, such as using an AAC device to answer questions or a student using icons. These could also be addressed in ways that are not always obvious to an observer that might be unfamiliar with students' particular IEP goals, such as turn taking or being able to give up a preferred item within a certain amount of time. Data is being collected, and formative assessments are being done by the teacher on these goals during the group. 



Remember that it is the student’s artwork and not the adults. Parents do not want to see our work, they want to hang their child’s work on the fridge. It doesn’t have to look like what we think it should look like. Let them glue the eyes where they want or put the person in the sky. Their work is perfect just the way it is. 🙂
