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SPED 898 Literature Review 
Domain: Individual learning differences and learning environment 

	Article ONE

	APA Citation (3–5-year timeframe)

	Cayubit, R. F. O. (2022). Why learning environment matters? An analysis on how the learning 

           environment influences the academic motivation, learning strategies and engagement of 

           college students. Learning Environments Research, 25(2), 581–599. 

           https://doi.org/10.1007/s10984-021-09382-x 

	Permalink from the KU Library

	https://kuprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1ik10ij/TN_cdi_proquest_journals_2675083685

	Associated Competency

	Domain 1.12: Plan systematic instruction based on learner characteristics, interests, and ongoing assessment

	Rationale (explain connection to above competency)

	This article aligns with Domain 1.12: Plan systematic instruction based on learner characteristics, interests, and ongoing assessment, as it emphasizes how the learning environment influences student motivation, engagement, and learning strategies. In an inclusive classroom, this means instruction must be intentionally designed to meet diverse student needs rather than relying on a one-size-fits-all approach. The article reinforces that when the environment is supportive and responsive, students are more engaged and more likely to use effective learning strategies. This directly connects to my inclusive practices, where I use student data, interests, and supports to provide meaningful access to instruction for all learners.

	Article Purpose

	The purpose of this article is to examine how the learning environment influences students’ motivation, engagement, and use of learning strategies. It focuses on how classroom factors, including instructional practices and overall climate, impact how students participate in and persist with learning tasks. This is important for educators because it highlights that the environment itself plays a critical role in student success, not just the content being taught.

	Five Key Findings Related to Your Practice – How might you apply the results in your setting?

	· A supportive learning environment increases student engagement. Predictable routines and clear expectations help students participate confidently. 
· Teacher practices directly influence motivation. Consistent feedback, encouragement, and scaffolded support keep students engaged. 

· Active engagement improves learning outcomes. Hands-on activities, visuals, and collaborative opportunities support diverse learners. 

· Students perform better when they feel supported. Building relationships and creating a safe classroom culture fosters participation. 

· Students benefit from guidance in learning strategies. Explicit instruction in organization, self-monitoring, and task completion promotes independence.

	Article TWO

	APA Citation (3–5-year timeframe)

	Rusticus, S. A., Pashootan, T., & Mah, A. (2023). What are the key elements of a positive learning 

     environment? Perspectives from students and faculty. Learning Environments Research, 26(1), 161–175. 

     https://doi.org/10.1007/s10984-022-09410-4

	Permalink from the KU Library

	https://kuprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1ik10ij/TN_cdi_proquest_journals_2782555620

	Associated Competency

	Domain 1.9 : Knowledge of the effect of self-regulation on learning and behavior

	Rationale (explain connection to above competency)

	This article aligns most strongly with Domain 1.9, knowledge of the effect of self-regulation on learning and behavior, because it highlights how elements of the learning environment—such as relationships, structure, and classroom climate—directly impact students’ ability to self-regulate. Factors like clear expectations, emotional safety, and supportive teacher-student relationships influence how students manage their behavior, attention, and engagement. In an inclusive classroom, self-regulation is critical for student success, especially for students who may need additional support in this area. This connects to my practice by reinforcing the importance of intentionally creating an environment that supports regulation through predictable routines, positive relationships, and responsive supports.

	Article Purpose

	The purpose of this article is to explore, from both student and faculty perspectives, the key elements that contribute to a positive learning environment and those that may hinder learning. It examines how classroom factors such as relationships, expectations, and overall climate influence student experiences. This is significant for educators because it shows that the learning environment plays a major role in students’ ability to regulate their behavior and engagement, which directly impacts their ability to learn and participate successfully in the classroom.

	Five Key Findings Related to Your Practice – How might you apply the results in your setting?

	· Positive relationships support self-regulation. Strong teacher-student connections help students manage behavior and emotions.

· Clear structure and expectations improve regulation. Predictable routines and explicit rules support students who struggle with attention or behavior.

· Emotional safety impacts engagement and behavior. Students who feel respected and supported are less likely to dysregulate.

· Student perspectives reveal what helps or hinders regulation. Using feedback and observation allows supports to be adjusted effectively.

· Misalignment between environment and student needs can lead to dysregulation. Accommodations, sensory supports, and instructional strategies should match individual needs.

	Article THREE

	APA Citation (3–5-year timeframe)

	Gascoigne, M. (2024). Meeting speech, language and communication needs: a whole-systems, population-based 

     approach. Paediatrics and Child Health, 34(7), 201–210. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.paed.2024.04.001


	Permalink from the KU Library

	https://kuprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1ik10ij/TN_cdi_elsevier_sciencedirect_doi_10_1016_j_paed_
2024_04_001 

	Associated Competency

	Domain 1.2: Knowledge of core and associated characteristics of individuals with autism

	Rationale (explain connection to above competency)

	This article aligns most closely with Domain 1.2: Knowledge of core and associated characteristics of individuals with autism, as it explores how children with autism understand their own experiences, challenges, and interventions. The findings highlight differences in self-awareness, communication, and social understanding, which are key characteristics of autism. In my inclusive practice, this knowledge is important because it helps me better understand how students may perceive their learning and support, allowing me to adjust instruction and communication to better meet their needs.

	Article Purpose

	The purpose of this article is to examine how children with autism perceive their condition and understand the interventions they receive. It focuses on capturing student perspectives to better understand their awareness of their strengths, challenges, and supports. This is significant for educators because it highlights that students with autism may not fully understand the purpose of interventions or supports, which can impact engagement and participation. Understanding student perspective can help educators provide clearer explanations, increase student involvement, and improve overall outcomes.

	Five Key Findings Related to Your Practice – How might you apply the results in your setting?

	· Students with autism are aware of their challenges but may not understand their diagnosis. Clear, student-friendly language improves comprehension.

· Awareness of interventions is often limited. Explaining the purpose of supports makes them more meaningful.

· Students are often excluded from decisions about their supports. Involving them promotes ownership and engagement.

· Understanding goals can be difficult. Breaking goals into concrete, manageable steps support learning.

· Emotional and behavioral experiences shape student understanding. Validating experiences and embedding social-emotional supports enhances participation.

	Article FOUR

	APA Citation (3–5-year timeframe)

	Judge, S., Murray, J., Lynch, Y., Meredith, S., Moulam, L., Randall, N., Whittle, H., & Goldbart, J. (2023). 

     Attributes of communication aids as described by those supporting children and young people with AAC. 

     International Journal of Language & Communication Disorders, 58(3), 910–928. https://doi.org/10.1111/1460- 

     6984.12833

	Permalink from the KU Library

	https://kuprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1ik10ij/TN_cdi_crossref_primary_
10_1111_1460_6984_12833

	Associated Competency

	Domain 1.5: Understanding speech, language, and communication needs

	Rationale (explain connection to above competency)

	This article aligns most closely with Domain 1.5: Understanding speech, language, and communication needs, as it focuses on how communication aids are selected and used to support children with complex communication needs. The article highlights the importance of AAC systems and the role of educators and support teams in making decisions about these tools. In my inclusive practice, this connects directly to how I support students with communication differences by using visuals, assistive technology, and individualized supports to increase access to instruction and participation.

	Article Purpose

	The purpose of this article is to explore how professionals and caregivers describe and evaluate communication aids used by children and young people who rely on AAC. It examines how decisions are made regarding the selection and use of these tools. This is significant for educators because it highlights the complexity of supporting students with communication needs and reinforces the importance of choosing and implementing communication supports that are individualized and meaningful for each student. 

	Five Key Findings Related to Your Practice – How might you apply the results in your setting?

	· Selecting communication aids is a team process. Collaboration among educators, SLPs, and support staff ensures appropriate tools are chosen.

· AAC tools must match individual student needs. Supports should consider abilities, preferences, and sensory sensitivities.

· Ease of use is critical. Tools should be simple enough for independent use, reducing frustration.

· Adult support influences effectiveness. Regular modeling and reinforcement improve functional use of AAC systems.

· Communication supports participation and engagement. Well-implemented AAC tools increase involvement in classroom activities.

	Article FIVE

	APA Citation (3–5-year timeframe)

	Anixt, J. S., Ehrhardt, J., & Duncan, A. (2024). Evidence-based interventions in autism. The Pediatric Clinics of 
     North America, 71(2), 199–221. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pcl.2024.01.001

	Permalink from the KU Library

	https://kuprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/f/1ik10ij/TN_cdi_elsevier_sciencedirect_
doi_10_1016_j_pcl_2024_01_001

	Associated Competency

	Domain 1.1: Evidence-Based Instruction and Intervention

	Rationale (explain connection to above competency)

	This article aligns closely with Domain 1.1 because it provides a detailed overview of interventions proven to support students with autism in educational and clinical settings. It highlights practical strategies for improving social communication, behavior, and academic skills. In inclusive practice, this connects to ensuring that interventions are individualized, supported by evidence, and implemented consistently to improve participation, learning, and engagement for students with autism.

	Article Purpose

	The purpose of this article is to review and summarize evidence-based interventions for children with autism, focusing on approaches that have been rigorously studied and shown to be effective. This is significant for educators because it underscores the importance of selecting interventions that are both research-supported and practical for classroom implementation. By understanding these interventions, educators can make informed decisions that support skill development and inclusion.

	Five Key Findings Related to Your Practice – How might you apply the results in your setting?

	· Early, intensive interventions improve outcomes. Starting early and providing adequate intensity enhances learning, social, and communication skills.

· Behavioral strategies are effective across settings. ABA and other supports work in classroom, home, and therapy contexts.

· Social communication interventions boost participation. Targeted strategies increase engagement with peers and adults.

· Individualization is essential. Supports must align with each child’s strengths, needs, and sensory profile.

· Collaboration improves consistency. Coordinated efforts among educators, therapists, and families reinforce learning and skill generalization.
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